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Network brings in £2.1m a
year in unclaimed ent|tlements

Thanks to A2B and its network of part-
ners across Northern Ireland, older
people here are now over £2million a
year better off. They have been able
to apply for £2,142,029 after learning
of their unclaimed entitlement from
using A2B’s Benefit Calculator,
launched in October 2008 at Parlia-
ment Buildings, Stormont. This figure
includes amounts for Pension Credit,
Housing Benefit, Rate Relief and Tax
Credits.

The A2B Benefit Calculator at
www.a2b.org.uk is the first of its kind
in Northern Ireland. Originally devised )
to help older people, it allows people *

of any age to work out their entitle- . .
ment completely anonymously. This ~ OVer 60s, it has also been able to adapt its

means they can find out what they’'re  Benefit Calculator to help all people over
due first, independent of government, eighteen. Working with a range of other
before making a claim. organisations, including Belfast City Coun-
A2B's latest independently commis-  Cil, NIPSA, CAB, Advice NI and Land &
sioned research indicates that Property Services, free, simple and anony-
£62 million a year goes unclaimed by Mous benefit calculations are now available
over 60s here in Pension Credit alone. {0 all those of working age, through an ever
It continues to reinforce the message ~~Widening range of websites.

that because it does not come from
the Northern Ireland block grant, this
is money lost to Northern Ireland’s
older people and its economy.

In recessionary times, a little bit extra
in the bank every month can help peo-
ple plan for Christmas, fuel cost in-
creases or those unforeseen bills that
can crop up from time to time

Help for Other Age Groups

While A2B’s Outreach activities con-
tinue to be focused on solving the un-
claimed entitlement problem for the
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artnership Network
Gathers Pace
By the start of October Cookstown and Magherafelt.
over 150 groups had Groups that have recently
availed of the free completed training include
training from A2B in how  British Red Cross,
to carry out Entitlement Community and Voluntary
Checks using the Benefit groups from the North
Calculator. Antrim area, Disability
Action, Rural Support and
Over the summer and local MLA offices. Social
autumn period training Worker and Care teams
took place in Belfast, have also received training in
kBa”ymoney, Dungannon, Newry and Castlederg.
4 )
Reaching out
Meanwhile, A2B has been Valuation Northern Ireland The series of rural roadshows
represented at events as Conference, in the Dungannon area has
diverse as: A range of events that continued with events in
Young at Heart took place during Age Ballysaggart and Coalisland.
exhibitions in Enniskillen Awareness Week and A2B has also been working
and Derry/Londonderry, Local shows including closely with Land and
The Changing Ageing ‘Country Comes to Town’, Property Services to provide
Partnership conference at Ballygowan Vintage Show information at events across
Queen’s University, and Antrim Glens Vintage Northern Ireland, including
The Institute of Family Fun Day. West Belfast and Magherafelt.
Eevenues, Rating and )

Coming soon from A2B.:Digital Paper! A way to do Calculations using paper forms without the

need for retyping. Organisation Edition!  Groups will be access their own branded version of
the Benefit Calculator with report functions to help provide stats on their success.

 Our plans for the coming months

You will find us at Information events in the our partnership organisations we
A Belfast City Hall Health and Moyle council area and have developed our training
Wellbeing Event Shopping centre info days with materials to further meet the needs
A series of roadshows with Land & Property Services. of groups and organisations

Antrim and Cookstown councils Inth to Christ h providing the calculator service.
The Arthritis Care annual n the run up fo L.hnsimas there
will be training in Belfast, Newry,

conference

_ Coleraine and Derry/Londonderry This new training is now being rolled
Young at Heart in Newry

: _ _ with organisations such as Newry out so '_f you hgve any quepes or
Seniors’ Information Days in and Mourne Carers’ Centre and would like to discuss possible

Armagh and F:ookstown National Energy Action. training for your group, contact
Consultation events for the Brendan Rafferty at 028 9075 4070
Older People’'s Commissioner Following recent consultation with  or email brendan@a2b.org.uk.

Contact Us: A2B, Unit 40, North City Business Centre, 2 Duncairn Gdns, Belfast, BT15 2GG
a2b@a2b.org.uk 028 9075 4070 firstname@a2b.org.uk




