
Conference in Craiga-

von 

The Everybody 

Online showcase 

event in Belfast 

A carers event in Ne-

wry 
 

Training for groups on 

how to use the Calcula-

tor has taken place in a 

wide range of towns 

including  Magherafelt, 

Cullyhanna, Money-

more, Newtownards, 

Comber, Lawrence-

town, Strabane and   

Downpatrick. All groups 

who have completed 

the process are now 

listed in the Organisa-

tion Directory of the 

website. 

In the first six months 

since the launch of the 

Calculator last October, 

£911,241 of annual  un-

claimed benefit has been 

identified by 332 users of 

the site. This includes 

Pension Credit  (both 

Guarantee and Savings 

Credit), Housing Benefit 

for rent and/or rates, Rate 

Relief and Tax Credits. In 

addition, users were also 

signposted to a wide 

range of other benefits 

including Lone Pensioner 

Allowance, SmartPass 

and Attendance Allow-

ance. We are on target to 

reach one million pounds 

very soon and will let you 

know about that when we 

do.  

 

A2B staff have attended a 

number of high-profile 

events in recent months, 

including hosting a stall at 

the Young at Heart exhibi-

tion at Queen’s University, 

Belfast and running a 

popular workshop at the 

Belfast City Council Sen-

ior Citizens’ Convention.   

 

In April, Peter Robinson 

and Martin McGuinness 

invited A2B to brief them 

on its take on the impact 

of the 

credit 

crunch 

on North-

ern Ire-

land and 

the role 

the  

organisa-

tion had to play in maxi-

mising benefit uptake to 

the benefit of older people 

and the economy. 

 

We have also been to: 

A BBC roadshow in 

Dungannon, during 

which Patrick was 

interviewed on the 

Hugo Duncan show! 

The first in the year-

long series of Check 

It Out information 

roadshows across the  

Dungannon area – for 

more information on 

this, visit the news 

section of 

www.a2b.org.uk 

The Older People’s 

Parliament in the 

Senate Chamber at 

Stormont 

A South-

ern Safer 

Homes 

Great progress reported 

in first six months  
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annum in un-
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applied for  

www.a2b.org.uk  
MAY 2009 

http://www.a2b.org.uk


 

A2B Workshops Completed 

P A G E  2  W W W . A 2 B . O R G . U K  

A series 

of inde-

pendently 

facilitated 

work-

shops 

have 

been held 

with both 

users and 

potential 

users of 

the Benefit Calculator 

in Belfast (2), Newcas-

tle, Limavady, Porta-

down and Cookstown.  

 

The findings of these 

workshops will inform 

the future development 

of our outreach and 

training as well as of 

the Calculator itself.  

A2B will be at: 

The next Check It Out 

roadshow which 

takes place in Fivemi-

letown on 9 June 

The NI Conference of 

the Institute of Reve-

nues, Rating and 

Valuation  

A maritime event in 

Cushendun 

Public Information 

events Cookstown 

and Pomeroy 

A Chest Heart and 

Stroke Association 

volunteer event in An-

trim 

 

Over the summer, we 

will be moving to a new 

format of e-mail news-

letter. If you wish to 

continue to receive the 

bulletin, you don’t need 

to do anything – the 

next issue will arrive in 

your inbox in due 

course.  

Participants at the Belfast workshop along with 

Brendan Rafferty from A2B (right)  

Our plans for the coming months 

ñOur 

organisation 

has to target 

need with the 

most socially 

excluded and 

the A2B 

website fits 

with that 

needò 

VCS worker 

at an A2B 

workshop  

Training is scheduled for groups in Belfast, Coleraine, Dungiven and Cook-

stown. With Suummer coming up, you may find that your groups has more 

time to organise a training session—if you are interested in this, please con-

Contact Us  

A2B: Access to Benefits 

Unit 40, North City Business Centre 

2 Duncairn Gardens 

Belfast BT15 2GG 

a2b@a2b.org.uk 

028 9075 4070 

Staff emails are of the format first name@a2b.org.uk  
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